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EDUCATION 

Ph.D. in Political Science        2014 
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 

M.A. in Political Science        2008 
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 

B.A. Phi Beta Kappa and Cum Laude in Political Science and French   2006 
Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

Kenyon College         2014 – Present  
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Gambier, OH 

Wellesley College         2014 
Visiting Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Wellesley, MA 

PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS 

International relations, international criminal tribunals, transitional justice, human rights, 
international law, international organization, civil wars, and Southeast Europe. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Journal Articles 

“Bending the Arc: How to Achieve Justice at the International Criminal Court.”  2015.  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Helfer, Laurence, Karen Alter, and Jacqueline McAllister.  2013.  “A New International Human 
Rights Court for West Africa: The ECOWAS Community Court of Justice.”  American Journal of 
International Law 107: 737-779. 

“Moje djetinjstvo [My Childhood]” and “Moj Put u Nigeriji [My Trip to Nigeria].”  2011.  Leptir 
Mašna, the Literary Journal of Students in Balkan Studies 8(1): 57 and 60. 
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PUBLICATIONS, Cont. 

Book Chapters 

Helfer, Laurence, Karen Alter, and Jacqueline McAllister.  Forthcoming.  “A New International 
Human Rights Court for West Africa: The ECOWAS Community Court of Justice.”  In 
International Human Rights Institutions and Enforcement, edited by Fausto Pocar.  Cheltenham, UK: 
Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd. 

Manuscripts in Preparation 

“On the Brink: Understanding Armed Groups’ Susceptibility to the Threat of International Criminal 
Prosecution.”  Status: Revise and Resubmit. 

 “Casting a Shadow Over War Zones: The International Criminal Court’s Impact on Rebel and 
Government Forces’ Use of Violence Against Civilians.”  With James Meernik.  Status: Under 
review. 

“The Justice Gambit: The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia’s Impact on 
Peace Settlements.”  Status: Working Draft. 

On Knife’s Edge: The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia’s Wartime Impact.  Status: 
Working Manuscript. 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program, Oslo, Norway     2017 – 2018 
Research Scholar 

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, D.C.  Summer 2015 
Short-term Title VIII Scholar 

American Association of University Women, Washington, D.C.   2013 – 2014 
American Fellowship 

The Graduate School, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL    2013 – 2014  
Fellowship  

iCourts, The Danish National Research Foundation’s Centre of   Summer 2013 
Excellence for International Courts, University of Copenhagen, Denmark 
Visiting Scholar Fellowship 

National Science Foundation, Arlington, VA      2012 – 2014 
Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant       

J.L. Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL   2011 – 2013 
Dispute Resolution Research Center Research Grant 

American Council of Learned Societies, New York, N.Y.    Summer 2011 
East European Language Training Grant 

The Graduate School, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL    2010 – 2011, 
University Fellowship        2006 – 2007 
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GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS, Cont. 

The Graduate School, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL    2010 
Graduate Research Grant         

Roberta Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies, Evanston, IL 2009, 2010 
Graduate Student Summer Research Grant 

Roberta Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies, Evanston, IL 2008, 2012, 
Conference Travel Grant         2013 

The Graduate School, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL    2007 – 2010 
Teaching Assistantship and Arnold Summer Fellowship 

Wellesley in Washington, Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA    Summer 2005 
Summer Internship Fellowship  

AWARDS AND HONORS 

Trustee Teaching Award        2016-2017 
Junior Award, Kenyon College, Gambier, OH 

Graduate Teaching Certificate        2011 
Searle Center for Teaching Excellence, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 

Graduate Student Summer Research Award      2009, 2010 
Roberta Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies, Evanston, IL 

Weinberg College Outstanding Graduate Teacher Award    2008 – 2009 
Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 

R. Barry Farrell Prize for Teaching Excellence      2008 – 2009 
Department of Political Science, Northwestern University , Evanston, IL 

Phi Beta Kappa         Since 2006 

Germaine Lafeuille Prize for Excellence in Advanced French Studies   2006, 2004 
Department of French, Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA 

Pi Sigma Alpha (National Political Science Honors Society)    Since 2005 
Psi Alpha Chapter, Department of Political Science, Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA 

First-year Academic Distinction       2002 
Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA 

INVITED TALKS 

Castleberry Peace Institute, University of North Texas, Denton, TX   Oct. 2016 
“On Knife’s Edge: International Criminal Tribunals’ Wartime Impact.” 

Qualitative Data Repository, New York, N.Y.      May 2016 
“Protecting People, Sharing Data” 
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INVITED TALKS, Cont. 

Journeys in World Politics, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA    Mar. 2016 
“Beyond Credible Commitments: International Criminal Tribunals’  
Impact on Peace Settlements” 

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, D.C.  July 2015 
“On Knife’s Edge: The ICTY’s Impact on Violence Against Civilians” 

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 

“The Justice Gambit: The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia’s Impact on 
Peace Settlements” 
• Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting   Apr. 2017 
• International Studies Association Annual Conference    Feb. 2017 

 “Casting a Shadow Over War Zones: The International Criminal Court’s Impact on Rebel and 
Government Forces’ Use of Violence Against Civilians.”  With James Meernik.  
• International Studies Association Annual Conference    Feb. 2017 
• Central and East European International Studies Association-   Jun. 2016 

International Studies Association (CEEISA-ISA) Joint Annual  
Convention, Ljubljana, Slovenia 

 “On the Brink: Understanding When Armed Groups Might Be More Susceptible to International 
Criminal Tribunals’ Influence.” 
• International Studies Association Annual Conference    Mar. 2016 
• American Political Science Association Annual Meeting   Sept. 2015 
• Workshop on the Judicialization of International Relations,   Jun. 2015 

Northwestern University’s Buffett Center for International 
and Comparative Studies and International Organization 

 “Casting a Shadow Over War Zones: A New Theory of International Criminal Deterrence.” 
• Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting   Apr. 2015 
• International Studies Association Annual Meeting,    Feb. 2015 

Junior Scholar Symposium 
• Kenyon Seminar        Feb. 2015 
• American Political Science Association Annual Meeting   Aug. 2014 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Inaugural Ethics Fellow        2014 
International Center for Ethnics, Justice and Public Life,  
Brandeis University, Waltham, MA 

Visiting Scholar         Summer 2013 
iCourts, The Danish National Research Foundation’s Centre of  
Excellence for International Courts, University of Copenhagen, Denmark 
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE, Cont. 

Visiting Scholar         2011 – 2012 
Faculty of Political Science, University of Zagreb, Croatia 

Research Assistant         2008 – 2009 
International Organizations and International Law Working Group, 
Roberta Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL  

Research Assistant for Terence Halliday      Winter 2009 
American Bar Foundation, Chicago, IL 

Research Assistant for Joel Krieger       2005 – 2006 
Department of Political Science, Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Kenyon College 

International Organizations Spring 2017 
2016 

Human Rights in World Politics Spring 2017, 
2015 

Civil Wars and Failed States Spring 2017, 
Fall 2014 

Politics of Transitional Justice Fall 2016, 
2015, 2014 

International Relations Fall 2016, Fall 
2015, Spring 
2015 

America in the World        Spring 2016 

Wellesley College 

World Politics         Spring 2014 

Northwestern University 

U.S. Foreign Policy         Summer 2011 

TEACHING DEVELOPMENT 

Summer Teaching and Learning Book Club      Jul. 2016 
Center for Innovative Pedagogy, Gambier, OH 

Syllabus Writing Workshop        Aug. 2014 
Writing Essentials Group, Center for Innovative Pedagogy, Gambier, OH 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Profession At Large 

Panel Chair and Organizer 
“The Push for International Justice: Backlash and Progress”   Feb. 2017 

International Studies 2017 Annual Convention, Baltimore, MD 

“The Push for International Criminal Accountability: Backlash or Progress?” Apr. 2016 
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL 

Best Paper Award Selection Committee Member     2015 – Present 
 Human Rights Section, International Studies Association 

Reviewer 
• Political Science Quarterly  
• European Political Science Review 
• Review of International Organizations 

Secretary          2013 – 2014 
American Association of University Women Colorado eNetwork 

Kenyon College 

Organizer 
• New Faculty Orientation Panel, “Advice from Junior Faculty”  Aug. 2016, 

(with Joy Brennan)        2015 
• New Faculty Orientation Picnic (with Joy Brennan)    Aug. 2016 
• Campus visit and keynote lecture by Ambassador James Pardew  Feb. 2016 
• New Faculty Lunch Series       2014 – 2015 
• Kenyon Social Science Research Group (with Ryan Phillips)   2014 – 2015 

Faculty Member          
• Search Committee, Visiting Assistant Professor of International Relations Spring 2017 
• International Studies Steering Committee     2016 – Present 
• Mentoring Committee for Katie Black (Department of Economics)  2016 – 2017 
• Mentoring Committee for Frankie Gourrier (Department of History)  2016 – 2017 
• Faculty Lectureships Committee      2015 – 2017 
• Gund Gallery Advisory Committee      2015 – 2017 
• Campus Senate         2015 – 2017 
• Kenyon Human Rights Watch Film Festival Selection Committee  2015 – Present 
• New Trustee Orientation       Fall 2015 
• Fulbright U.S. Student Program Campus Interview Committee  Fall 2015 
• Sophomore Day Political Science Representative    Fall 2014, 2016 
• Search Committee, Assistant Professor of American Politics   Fall 2014 
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Campus Talks 
• “Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Dialogue Panel,” Office of the Provost Jan. 2017 
• “Second Presidential Debate 2016,” Center for the Study of   Oct. 2016 

American Democracy (CSAD) 
• “Privacy Conference Seminar” (with H. Abbie Erler),  CSAD   Apr. 2016 
• “Burden of Peace” (with Alicia Miklos),      Feb. 2016 

Gund Gallery, Human Rights Watch Film Festival 
• “The Syrian Crisis” (with David Rowe, Pamela Camerra-Rowe,  Nov. 2015 

Vernon Schubel, and Stephen Volz), Sponsored by International 
Studies 

• “Humanitarian Intervention: Principles Versus Pragmatism,”   May 2015 
Commencement Weekend Faculty Lecture 

• “Return to Homs” (with David Rowe)      Feb. 2015 
Gund Gallery, Human Rights Watch Film Festival 

Faculty Adviser          
• Kenyon International Affairs Society      2014 – Present 

TECHNOLOGICAL SKILLS 

Statistical Packages: R and Stata         Programming Packages:  HTML and JavaScript 

LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

Native:     English 
Advanced:    French 
Intermediate:    Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

American Association of University Women      2013 - Present 

Comparative Politics Working Group, Northwestern University    2013 - 2014 

Security Studies Working Group, Northwestern University    2008 - 2014 

American Political Science Association      Since 2006 

Midwest Political Science Association       Since 2006 

International Studies Association       Since 2006 

International Organizations and International Law Working Group, 
Northwestern University        2006 - 2014 
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REFERENCES 

Karen Alter (Dissertation Chair), Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Political Science, 
Northwestern University, 601 University Place, Evanston, IL 60208, Tel.: +1(847) 491-4842, 
Fax: +1 (847) 491-8985, Email: kalter@northwestern.edu 

Pamela Camerra-Rowe, Department of Political Science, Kenyon College, Horwitz House, 101 
College Park Street, Gambier, OH 43022, Tel. +1(740) 427-5195, Email: 
camerrarowep@kenyon.edu 

Katharine H.S. Moon, Department of Political Science, Wellesley College, 106 Central Street, 
Wellesley, MA 02481, Tel.: +1(781) 283-2203, Fax: +1(781) 283-3644, Email: 
kmoon@wellesley.edu 

Joseph Klesner, Provost, Office of the Provost, Kenyon College, Bailey House, Gambier, OH 
43022, Tel. +1(740) 427-5114, Email: klesner@kenyon.edu  

James Meernik, Castleberry Peace Institute and Department of Political Science, University of 
North Texas, 1155 Union Circle #305340, Denton, TX 76203-5017, Tel. +1(940) 565-2684, 
Email: James.Meernik@unt.edu 

William Reno, Department of Political Science, Northwestern University, 601 University Place, 
Evanston, IL 60208, Tel.: +1(847) 467-1574, Fax: +1(847) 491-8985, Email: 
reno@northwestern.edu 

David Rowe, Chair, Department of Political Science, Kenyon College, Horwitz House, 101 College 
Park Street, Gambier, OH 43022, Tel. +1(740) 427-5162, Email: rowed@kenyon.edu  

Hendrik Spruyt, Department of Political Science, Northwestern University, 601 University Place, 
Evanston, IL 60208, Tel.: +1(847) 491-2648, Fax: +1(847) 491-8985, Email: h-
spruyt@northwestern.edu 

Stephen Van Holde, Department of Political Science, Kenyon College, Horwitz House, 101 
College Park Street, Gambier, OH 43022, Tel. +1(740) 427-5638, Email: vanholde@kenyon.edu  


